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January 28, 2018    Mark 1:21-28 

 

21 Then they went into Capernaum.  On the next Sabbath day, Jesus went into the synagogue and began 

to teach. 22 They were amazed at his teaching, because he was teaching them as one who has authority 

and not as the experts in the law. 23 Just then there was a man with an unclean spirit in their synagogue. 

It cried out, 24 “What do we have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 

know who you are—the Holy One of God!”  25 Jesus rebuked the spirit, saying, “Be quiet! Come out of 

him!”  26 The unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions, and after crying out with a loud voice, it 

came out of him. 27 Everyone was so amazed that they began to discuss this with each other. They said, 

“What is this? A new teaching with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits, and they obey 

him!” 28 News about him spread quickly through all the region of Galilee.  

 

Speak up, and Be Amazed At What God Will Do 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

I recently found out that one of my favorite professors will no longer be giving presentations.  He had a great 

command of history and the church fathers.  He also had wonderful insights into the Scriptures, along with a 

great sense of humor.  Therefore, when pastors found out that he was coming they would usually eagerly line up 

to come and see him.   That is a pretty rare thing.   

 

Can you imagine what it would have been like to sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to Him preach?  First of all, 

think of the sheer magnitude of people that would come from far and wide.  He had crowds of up to four and 

five thousand people.  What kind of a voice alone would be needed for such a feat?  Think then about the ability 

He also had to capture the attention of the hearers.  When I went to the 500th Reformation Anniversary in 

Saginaw, I had to sit up in the balcony.  The lighting was bad, and I was distracted by the sheer number of 

people there.  The preacher did a great job of preaching, and he became quite animated at times.  Nonetheless, I 

had a hard time paying attention with all of the distractions.  Jesus had no problem with such crowds.   

 

The Word of God says, They were amazed at his teaching, because he was teaching them as one who has 

authority and not as the experts in the law.  The word for “amazed” really means to be practically 

dumbfounded.  They were astounded at His words.   It was different than the experts in the law.  Notice, they 

weren’t experts in the Gospel.  They knew the law, but treated the law more like a code book, arguing over 

things like the exact minute and second the Sabbath would begin and end.  It kind of reminds me of when I am 

sitting in conference and two guys get up to start talking about Robert’s Rules of Order.  Some of these guys 

seem to have the rules memorized, and I could really care less, although they do come in handy from time to 

time to try and keep things orderly.  That’s the way these experts were, but not Jesus.  He knew the law, but He 

also saw God’s love and compassion and mercy throughout as well.  He was different from anyone they had 

every listened to before.  He had no problem attracting huge crowds because of it.   

 

In today’s text He was teaching to a much smaller venue, just a synagogue, probably half the size of this 

sanctuary.  I’m sure Jesus had no problem with this smaller venue as well, kind of like when musicians go 

“unplugged” for a smaller audience.  It would have been all the more intimate and personal for those who had 
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the opportunity to attend that Saturday.   These people would have found out first hand that Jesus was definitely 

not just a bunch of hype.  

 

Every once in a while we can get some pretty strange people who come waltzing into our worship services.  

One guy stole some money out of the donut offering basket once and took off.  But what happened here with 

Jesus is beyond bizarre.  It’s just scary.   

 

Just then there was a man with an unclean spirit in their synagogue. First of all, Mark describes him as 

having an “unclean” spirit.  The NIV says “evil,” but the word really specifically means unclean.  Think of what 

comes to mind when you hear the word “unclean.”  You think of vile, perhaps even disgusting.  I could envision 

it having a very vulgar and filthy tongue.  Maybe he made the man soil himself as well.  So the guy could have 

looked and smelt like a dirty diaper for all we know.  

 

It cried out.  Demons always seem to be yelling and crying out.  When someone starts yelling at you it can be 

very intimidating and scary.  People sometimes confuse noise with authority.  On college campuses, when some 

people don’t like what the person at the podium is saying, they like to make a lot of noise and scream and shout 

at those they are protesting, without listening to a word the other person has to say.   They use the loudness of 

their actions in order to intimidate people into leaving.  We live in a culture of outrage.  People tend to like to 

get outraged about all kinds of things, and they think that if they can show enough anger then everyone will 

have to bow to their wishes and do what they want, much like a little three year old throwing a temper tantrum.  

The only problem in this case was that God had seen plenty of temper tantrums.  He doesn’t scare so easily.  

 

It is really quite irrational if you think about it.  This demon just decided to come barging into the synagogue to 

shout down Jesus.  He should have been running away from Jesus.  Instead, in a fit of anger, he ran right to him 

to his own demise.  A demon in someone else’s flesh vs. God in His own flesh.  Not a good matchup for the 

demon, but he wasn’t thinking rationally, only passionately, with hatred.  The devil and his demons have no self 

control whatsoever.  It is the nature of evil to be unable to control yourself from your passions.   

 

“What do we have to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth?  The demon understood clearly what we have a hard 

time getting - there can be no fellowship of darkness with light.  He wasn’t going to show Jesus any “Coexist” 

bumper stickers.   Yes, we can coexist on this planet in regards to working together and going to school 

together.  We aren’t going to kill them and we don’t think they should be killing us either.  But there is evil that 

we simply cannot and will not tolerate in our own homes and in our churches.  There is evil that we will speak 

against in our society.   For the sake of our own society we don’t want evil to be condoned or approved of.  We 

shouldn’t have to try and coexist with people who are a danger to us our our children.  We won’t have to coexist 

with evil when Jesus comes again.  The demon understood this well.  Maybe we should too.   We tend to be try 

and be too friendly with evil, more than we should.   

 

Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”   The demons are know it alls, 

aren’t they?  They think they know better than God and better than anyone else.  Jesus wasn’t fooling this 

demon.  If anyone else was having questions about who exactly Jesus was, this demon knew exactly who He 

was.  The Holy One of God who came to destroy them.  Holy means “set apart.”  Jesus had been set apart to 

destroy the devil’s work, to render his accusations ineffective and nullify they hell sentence that we deserved by 

dying for us on the cross.  In that sense, yes, Jesus came to destroy them; not in the sense of blowing them into 



3 

oblivion or immediately sending them to hell, but in the sense of completely nullifying their work and 

condemning them to the fires of hell forever on the Final Judgment.  The demon “knew” this.  The word that is 

used to describe this knowledge is “oida” which refers to a head knowledge, not an experiential knowledge.  

The demon knew Jesus as God, but not as Jesus, the One who came to save them, because Jesus didn’t come to 

die for demons.  Jesus came to be Jesus for us humans.   

 

This was a most miserable type of knowledge for the demons who knew Jesus.  It drove them into a rage to 

think of who Jesus was and what Jesus came to do.  The best they could do would be to come stomping into 

Jesus and try and intimidate him with screams and shouts.  The One enthroned in heaven laughs.   Think of 

the movie the Wizard of Oz.  For all of the big talk and bloviating of the Wizard, when the curtain was pulled 

back there was just a little man standing behind a big microphone with lots of smoke and mirrors.  Next time 

you think of the devil, remember that about him.  In the end, the demons are only behaving like a petulant child.  

Their threats are nothing but vain threats to our powerful God.  He cannot be intimidated by Satan.  Neither 

should we.  Neither should we.  When we become afraid and intimidated, we show a weakness of faith in God 

and His power and give the devil more power than he deserves.   

 

“Be quiet! Come out of him!”   When the demon raised his voice, God raised His as well. Jesus didn’t want 

the demon’s endorsement, not any more than any politician would want the endorsement of the KKK.  So God 

had his own Word to say.   The unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions, and after crying out with a 

loud voice, it came out of him.  For all of that yelling and screaming, it all amounted to nothing but the 

demon’s last whimper.  It had to give up possession of the man.  Imagine the silence of that moment, seeing that 

man laying there on the floor of the synagogue, completely free from the demon.   

 

We live in an anti-authoritarian age.  We don’t like the idea of anyone yelling at anyone.  We equate authority 

with wickedness.  Sometimes scenes like this remind us of a harsh reality, for we are like that man on the floor 

of the synagogue.  He was powerless to save himself, only a pawn of the demon who used his mouth and his 

body in the most vulgar manner he could.  He had to be saved.  There was a power struggle over this man, and 

Jesus won.  If Jesus had not exercised His authority, the man would have never been freed, nor would we.   

 

Sometimes we have our own power struggles with God.  We like to argue with Him about what we think is 

right and wrong, and about how we should get to live because of our special circumstances.  We like to reason 

ourselves into sin and selfishness.  Sometimes we need God’s firm Word to grab us by the shirt collar and say, 

“No.  This is my Word.  This is what I say!  You are sinning against me!  You need to repent.”  

 

God’s Word is firm.  It is God’s Word.  It is not God’s opinion.  We are not saved by a feeling.  We are not 

saved because God is a nice guy.  We are saved because we have God’s Word on it.   There was an authoritative 

punishment that was laid on Jesus.  God didn’t hold back on Him when He was on the cross.  There is no doubt 

about it, that our debt was paid.  Jesus yelled it out.  “It is finished.”  Nor was God bland or vague when he 

raised Jesus from the dead.  He was raised for our justification.  The word is sure.  God’s Word says, “It is by 

grace you have been saved, through faith.”  This is not our opinion.  It is not how we feel we are saved.  It is 

what the authority, the Holy Spirit says.  To hell with what the devil says or shouts.  It doesn’t matter whether 

you think salvation could really be that simple. God’s Word wins.  We need this authority to tell us the truth and 

tell it firmly.   
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Everyone was so amazed that they began to discuss this with each other. They said, “What is this? A new 

teaching with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits, and they obey him!”  They were amazed 

by the teaching and what IT could do.  But it wasn’t just a matter of Jesus having the right formula, a different 

message that unlocked a special power.  The better question to ask should have gone to the core of the matter, 

“WHO is this?”  That’s what Jesus wanted, for the people to see who HE was, God in the flesh conquering 

Satan in the flesh.   Sooner or later, they would see.  We have seen it.  We know the truth.  It is an amazing 

thing.  Sinners like us have had our sins paid for.  We’ve been adopted into God’s family.  We’ve been saved.  

We have God’s Word on it.  Amazing.   

 

So it’s kind of interesting how all of this works.  A demon comes barging into the synagogue in a burst of rage 

and yells at Jesus.  Demons like to bully.  Sometimes wicked people can be quite aggressive and get in your 

face.  Their purpose is to shut you up and make you afraid of saying anything or doing anything.  Our 

temptation in America is just to mind our own business and to blend into the woodwork.  Maybe then we won’t 

make the news and everything will be ok.  Yet God shouted right back at the devil.  So when the demon tried to 

shout Jesus down, Jesus shouted Him out, and as a result, the word spread.  28 News about him spread 

quickly through all the region of Galilee.  Interesting how that worked.   

 

Here we are in the season of Epiphany, and this lesson shouts the truth to us.  Jesus is God and Lord.  He has 

power over the demons.  He will not be intimidated.   His Word will do what it does, no matter how much the 

devil shouts about it, because it is the Word of God.  This Word has a power that can conquer demons and has 

conquered plenty of demons.   

 

God’s Word says that as the end draws near, the devil will be set free to do more and more damage.  That isn’t 

because the Word has weakened, but because people have stopped trusting in it and using it.  Just recently a 

classmate of mine had a former student come barging into his church claiming to be possessed by a demon and 

yelling at him.  It was quite the shocker.  But he did exactly what Jesus did, and commanded the boy in the 

name of Jesus to be quiet.  God’s Word worked, and as my classmate said, “to Him be the glory.”  God grant us 

all such strength to trust in His Word and use it forcefully, because the demons are going to keep shouting all 

the louder, “Be quiet!”  Now is not the time to dim the lamps and hide in the closet.  Now is the time to let them 

shine all the more and speak up all the more.  Speak up, and be amazed at what God will do.  Amen.   


